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BAPTISM is a ceremony, and nothing more. There is no saving efficacy in it 
nor is it a means through which grace is conveyed. But, that does not take 
away from its importance. The marriage ceremony does not cause a man and 
woman to love one another. They love each other before they participated in 
the marriage ceremony. But if they refuse to participate in the marriage 
ceremony, and live together without it, they say by that, that they do not love 
one another enough to be totally committed to one another. This shows how 
important the marriage ceremony is. There is no true love without it. Baptism 
is the same. It does not cause salvation. It speaks of a relationship that was 
already there before the ceremony. And that relationship was caused by what 
baptism depicts: Union with CHRIST. For someone to refuse Baptism is like 
someone who refuses the marriage covenant and ceremony. That person says 
by their actions, “I do not love CHRIST enough to commit to Him.” Love 
like that is not love at all! Yes, Baptism is important. 


— Todd Nibert (Lexington, KY) @ 


Welcome 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local 
body of the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll 
soon discover we’re an imperfect church, with an imperfect pastor, 
yet by God’s undeserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the 
perfect gospel of our never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call 
His name Jesus for He shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall 
save His people from their sins. And beloved believing sinner you 
already know it! You are complete in Him, saved to the uttermost 
[Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


Announcements 
Baptism 
Next Sunday, October 15th, Lord willing, we will have Baptism 


Lincoln Wood Baptist Church, Grace Conference 
October 20-22, Chris Cunningham & Gabe Stalnaker 


Happy Birthday! 
Betty McMahon, October 19th 


Resources 


BE sure to visit our website for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


“Accepted in the Beloved’ 
“He hath made us accepted in the Beloved.” (Ephesians 1:6) 


EADER, upon what do you rest your hope of acceptance before a 

holy God? Baptism? Church work? A religious experience? A 
moral reformation? All these things, in themselves, are vain, empty and 
useless. They are worse! Apart from the knowledge of Christ, they are a 
positive curse. If you and I trust anything, in any measure, for our total 
acceptance before God, other than Jesus Christ, we shall surely perish! 
‘Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by 
the law; ye are fallen from grace’ [Galatians 5:4]. 


Our text declares that ‘He [God the Father] hath made us accepted in the 
beloved [God the Son].’ Here is a doctrine full of consolation to our 
hearts. God Almighty has made all of his people accepted, perfectly and 
completely, in Christ! It is no marvel that we should accept Christ. But 
there is wonder in this, that God accepts us, sinners deserving his wrath, 
in Christ Jesus! Beloved, there exists a positive and eternal union between 
Christ and his people. We are one with Christ. A rapturous thought! Bone 
of his bone and flesh of his flesh! ‘We are members of his body, of his 
flesh, and of his bones.’ We are one with Christ in his heart from all 
eternity. Our names are written beneath his in the book of God’s eternal 
election. We are in the hands of Christ, as the Surety of our redemption 
and eternal glory. We are in the loins of Christ spiritually. As in Adam we 
sinned and died, even so in Christ we died upon the cross and rose again! 
And we are in his very person. By a living faith we are joined to the God- 
man. He lives in us and we live in him! This is the vital union of faith, 
enjoyed by God’s elect. This is the beginning of heaven and eternal glory. 
Being accepted in Christ, we have become the objects of God’s pleasure. 
As God is pleased with his Son, he is pleased with all who are in his Son. 
Think of this, believing soul: God is well- pleased with you for Christ’s 
sake! ‘He hath made us accepted in the Beloved.’ [AMEN!] 


— Don Fortner (1950-2020) & 
Christ Is Everything 


“... the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us 
which are saved it is the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18) 
F a man derives no benefit in pleasure or profit from something, it is a 
waste of time to him. Is this not why the gospel is foolishness to the 
unbeliever? He does not see himself as a hell deserving sinner. Therefore, 
he has no need of a Saviour. He is content with the material and temporal 
things of this life. Therefore, he has no need for that which is eternal and 
spiritual. Christ is of no interest to him because he finds no pleasure or 
profit in Him. Conversely, to the sinner and discontent, Christ is everything. 


— Greg Elmquist (Apopka, FL) @ 


“If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.” 
“|. he that hath ears to hear, let him hear.’” (Luke 8:8) 


THEY that do not hear Him say, ‘Christ died for everyone.’ Our Lord and 
God said, “I give my life a ransom for many.” 


They that do not hear Him say, ‘His people can lose their salvation.’ Our 
Lord and God said, “J give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” 


They that do not hear Him say, ‘He came to seek and save everybody.’ He 
said, “The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 


What a fearful, yet fitting description the Lord provides of those who say 
such antichrist statements contrary to His words: Our Lord said, they “have 
neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His shape.” 


Oh, how we ought to preach Christ to those who are lead astray by the spirit 
of antichrist: “Jn meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God 
peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the Truth; 
And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are 
taken captive by him at his will” (2 Timothy 2:25-26). 


Beloved, “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.” For it is not we 
ourselves that has made us to differ, but rather it is all owing to God’s electing, 
distinguishing grace, given to us in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the 
world, according to His purposed salvation—full and free—a salvation not 
dependent on sinners like you and me, but wholly dependent on God’s well- 
pleasing Son, our faithful Lord and God, Jesus Christ the Saviour, who bore all 
our sins on Calvary [1 Corinthians 4:7, 2 Timothy 1:9]. 


— JDM 
When Is A Man Truly Saved? 


“When it pleased God...” (Galatians 1:15-16) 


SOMEONE asked, “When is a man truly saved?” Well, my friend, to be saved 
is more than to believe in one God, the demons believe that! It is more than just 
trembling under the preaching of the Word, Felix did that! It is not only to hold 
an office in the church, Judas did that! It is not submitting to the ordinance of 
baptism, Simon Magus did that! It is not only to weep over sin, Esau did that! It 
is not just respecting the preacher, Herod did that! It is not to keep company 
with outstanding believers, Demas did that. To be saved is to know God and 
Jesus Christ Whom He hath sent. It is to be a new creature in Christ Jesus, 
regenerated and converted by the power of God. It is to believe on Christ with 
the heart and confess Christ with the mouth. It is a miracle and deliverance 
accomplished through the preaching of the gospel and the work of God’s Spirit. 


— Henry Mahan (1926-2019) & 


